Mountain Pointe High School - Jury Panel Script


JURY PANEL SCRIPT

All members of the court are seated in their positions.  The defendant and his/her parent/guardian will already be in the courtroom.  There is NO speaking once you enter the room – the court hearing has started even before the first word is spoken.
BAILIFF
Directs the defendant and his/her parent/guardian where to sit (if they have not already been seated), then says 
“THIS MOUNTAIN POINTE TEEN COURT PANEL IS NOW IN SESSION.  THE MODERATOR FOR THIS HEARING IS:  ___________________________________”
MODERATOR

“BAILIFF, WHAT IS THE CASE BEFORE US?”
BAILIFF
“THIS IS 




 (defendant’s name) WHO IS HERE TODAY FOR 



          “

                                                                                           (state defendant’s offense)
MODERATOR
“IF ANY MEMBER OF THE JURY HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THIS DEFENDANT OR THIS CRIME, PLEASE RAISE YOUR HAND AND EXCUSE YOURSELF AT THIS TIME.”

(Wait.  If someone knows the defendant, ask him/her to move to the other side of the room.)
MODERATOR
“THANK YOU FOR COMING TO TEEN COURT TODAY TO HAVE YOUR CASE HEARD BY A JURY OF YOUR PEERS.  I AM __________________________________ (state your name), AND, I AM THE MODERATOR FOR TODAY’S HEARING.”


“WOULD THE JURY FOREPERSON PLEASE INTRODUCE THE JURY?”
FOREPERSON
Please stand, and say the following:  

“MY NAME IS 




.  I AM THE JURY FOREPERSON, AND THESE ARE MY FELLOW JURORS.  WE WILL BE ASKING YOU A NUMBER OF QUESTIONS ABOUT YOURSELF AND ABOUT THE INCIDENT.  PLEASE SPEAK LOUDLY AND CLEARLY SO THAT ALL MEMBERS OF THE JURY CAN HEAR YOUR RESPONSES TO OUR QUESTIONS.

”

BAILIFF
“WOULD THE JURY PLEASE STAND AND RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND?”


“DO YOU SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT YOU WILL NOT DISCLOSE ANY INFORMATION WHICH COMES TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE IN THE COURSE OF A TEEN COURT PRESENTATION AND THAT YOU WILL KEEP SECRET ALL SAID PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAY BE HELD IN YOUR PRESENCE?”

JURY
“I DO.”

BAILIFF
“YOU MAY BE SEATED.”

BAILIFF
Direct the defendant to the witness stand if he is not already there.  

“WILL THE DEFENDANT PLEASE STAND AND RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND? “
“DO YOU SOLEMNLY SWEAR TO TELL THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH?”

DEFENDANT
“I DO.”

BAILIFF
“YOU MAY BE SEATED.”

MODERATOR:
“JURY, I WANT TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU ARE TO CAREFULLY LISTEN TO THE TESTIMONY OF THE DEFENDANT.  YOU ARE NOT TO DETERMINE GUILT OR INNOCENCE.  YOU ARE TO DECIDE WHAT CONSEQUENCES ARE APPROPRIATE FOR THE CRIME COMMITTED.  I ALSO WANT TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS, SO WRITE THEM DOWN ON THE FORM THAT HAS BEEN PROVIDED.”

“AT THIS TIME, A STUDENT ATTORNEY WILL READ A SUMMARY OF THE CASE.  JURY, PLEASE LISTEN CAREFULLY AS YOUR QUESTIONS SHOULD BE BASED UPON THE FACTS THAT ARE BROUGHT OUT IN THIS SUMMARY.”
ATTORNEY:
“I AM ______________________________________  (state your name), AND I AM GOING TO PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF THE INCIDENT FOR THE JURY BASED ON INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THE POLICE REPORT. “

The attorney reads the case summary at this time…..

MODERATOR:
“KEEPING THE FACTS OF THE CASE IN MIND, IT IS NOW TIME FOR THE JURY TO ASK QUESTIONS.  JURY, IF YOU WISH TO ASK A QUESTION, PLEASE RAISE YOUR HAND, AND I WILL CALL ON YOU.  THEN, PLEASE STAND AND ASK YOUR QUESTION. “
“THE JURY FOREPERSON WILL ASK THE FIRST QUESTION.”
FOREPERSON
(Please stand up, and ask the first question):


“THE JURY HAS HEARD A SUMMARY OF THE CASE.  COULD YOU PLEASE PROVIDE TO THE JURY, IN YOUR OWN WORDS, AN EXPLANATION FROM YOUR POINT OF VIEW OF WHAT HAPPENED THE DAY OF THE INCIDENT? “
JURY
Jury asks questions of the defendant.  Refer to the back of your script folder for sample questions.

MODERATOR
Each jury member is required to ask 2 questions, so please give the jury enough time to ask their questions.  Once all questions have been asked, please say……

“ARE THERE ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS?”

(Please wait long enough to make sure that all students have had an opportunity to think of any last question that they may have).

MODERATOR
“WOULD THE DEFENDANT LIKE TO STAND AND MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY BEFORE THEY DELIBERATE?”

DEFENDANT
The defendant will either make a statement or say “NO.”  When the defendant is finished, the moderator continues.

MODERATOR
“WOULD THE PARENT/GUARDIAN LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY?”  “IF YES, PLEASE COME TO THE PODIUM AND MAKE YOUR STATEMENT.”
PARENT
The parent will either make a statement or say “NO.”  When the parent is finished, the moderator continues.

MODERATOR
“WOULD THE VICTIM OR VICTIM ADVOCATE LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY?”

VICTIM/VA
The victim or victim advocate will either make a statement or say “NO.”  When the victim or victim advocate is finished, the foreperson continues.
MODERATOR
“I WOULD LIKE TO REMIND THE JURY WE ARE HERE TODAY FOR RESTORATIVE JUSTICE.  WE ARE TO DETERMINE THE HARM DONE TO THE VICTIM AND THE COMMUNITY. WE NEED TO ASSIGN CONSEQUENCES THAT WILL ALLOW THE DEFENDANT TO REPAIR THE HARM THAT THEY HAVE DONE.  YOU ARE TO CONSIDER ONLY THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE FROM THIS CASE.  DO NOT COMPARE OR CONSIDER CONSEQUENCES FROM PAST CASES.”
MODERATOR
“THE BAILIFF WILL ESCORT THE JURY TO THE DELIBERATION ROOM AT THIS TIME.”

FOREPERSON
Leads the deliberation.  Writes the consequences on the Teen Court Consequence Contract and Restorative Justice Worksheet.  Signs both worksheets.
BAILIFF
Escorts the jury back to the classroom and directs the students to take their seats.   After all of the students are seated, the bailiff says: 
“WILL THE DEFENDANT PLEASE STAND FOR THE DECISION OF THE JURY.”
MODERATOR
THE JURY HAS REACHED A DECISION.  WOULD THE JURY FOREPERSON PLEASE STAND AND READ THE DECISION?
FOREPERSON
The foreperson stands and reads the consequence contract exactly as it is written. At the end of the reading, the foreperson says:

“THIS IS THE DECISION OF THE JURY.”
MODERATOR
“THIS TEEN COURT HEARING IS NOW OVER.  PLEASE MEET WITH THE TEEN COURT CLERK, ASK ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU MAY HAVE, AND SIGN ANY NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.  
THANK YOU FOR COMING TO TEEN COURT TODAY TO RESOLVE THIS MATTER. 
BAILIFF
Takes the case file from the foreperson and escorts the defendant and parent/guardian from the courtroom to meet with the Teen Court Clerk.
Please remain SILENT until the door has closed and the defendant and his/her family has left the courtroom area (sometimes you can hear through the walls).
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