SCHOOL

Courtroom SCRIPT

All members of the court are seated in their positions.  

· Clerk: at the desk in the front of the courtroom with necessary papers (knows defendant’s name and offense)

· Bailiff: standing at the door near the judge

· Attorneys: at their assigned table

· Jury: in the designated jury box

· Defendant: at the defense table seated next to the attorneys

· Victim/Victim Advocate: at the prosecution table seated next to the attorneys

· Parent/Guardian: in the audience 

There is NO speaking while the defendant and his/her parent/guardian are in the room – this means the court hearing has started!

BAILIFF
Bailiff approaches the front of the courtroom.  “WOULD THE COURT PLEASE STAND AND RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND?”


“DO YOU SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT YOU WILL NOT DISCLOSE ANY INFORMATION WHICH COMES TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE IN THE COURSE OF A TEEN COURT PRESENTATION AND THAT YOU WILL KEEP SECRET ALL SAID PROCEEDINGS WHICH MAY BE HELD IN YOUR PRESENCE.”  

JURY
“I DO.”

BAILIFF
“PLEASE REMAIN STANDING.”  Bailiff reports to the judge that the courtroom is ready.  Bailiff escorts judge into the courtroom and announces, “THIS 




 (your school name) TEEN COURT IS NOW IN SESSION.  JUDGE 



 (last name only) PRESIDING.”

JUDGE
“YOU MAY BE SEATED.  WHAT IS THE CASE BEFORE US?”

CLERK
Stands and says, “YOUR HONOR, THIS IS THE CASE OF 





 (defendant’s full name) WHO IS HERE TODAY FOR 





 (name the offense).”

JUDGE
“THE DEFENDANT HAS PLED RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OFFENSE.  BAILIFF, IS THE DEFENDANT 




 (defendant’s full name) PRESENT?”

BAILIFF
Stands and says, “YES YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
To the jury says, “JURY, I WANT TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU ARE TO LISTEN TO THIS CASE.  YOU ARE NOT TO DETERMINE GUILT OR INNOCENCE.  YOU ARE TO DECIDE WHAT CONSEQUENCES ARE APPROPRIATE FOR THE CRIME COMMITTED.  I ALSO WANT TO REMIND YOU THAT YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS, SO WRITE THEM DOWN ON THE NOTE CARDS THAT HAVE BEEN PROVIDED.  AT THIS TIME I WOULD LIKE TO ASK IF ANY MEMBERS OF THE JURY HAVE ANY PERSONAL CONNECTIONS WITH THE DEFENDANT THAT WILL AFFECT YOUR IMPARTIALITY AND, IF SO, PLEASE DISQUALIFY YOURSELF FROM THE JURY AT THIS TIME.”


The judge waits for any response from the jury.  Once this is done, the judge continues.

JUDGE
“IS THE PROSECUTION READY?”

PROSECUTOR
Stands and says, “YES YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“IS THE DEFENSE READY?”

DEFENSE
Stands and says, “YES YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“PROSECUTION, PLEASE PRESENT YOUR OPENING STATEMENT.”

PROSECUTOR
“YOUR HONOR, MAY I APPROACH THE JURY?”

JUDGE
“YES YOU MAY APPROACH THE JURY.”

PROSECUTOR
Presents his/her opening statement written for this specific case.

JUDGE
“DEFENSE, PLEASE PRESENT YOUR OPENING STATEMENT.”

DEFENSE
“YOUR HONOR, MAY I APPROACH THE JURY?”

JUDGE
“YES YOU MAY APPROACH THE JURY.”

DEFENSE
Presents his/her opening statement written for this specific case.

JUDGE
“DEFENSE, PLEASE PRESENT YOUR CASE.”

DEFENSE
Stands and says, “YOUR HONOR I WOULD LIKE TO CALL 



 (defendant’s name) TO THE STAND.”

JUDGE
“WILL THE CLERK SWEAR IN THE DEFENDANT?”

CLERK
Escorts the defendant to the witness stand and says, “PLEASE RAISE YOUR RIGHT HAND.  DO YOU SWEAR TO TELL THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH, AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH?”

DEFENDANT
“I DO”

CLERK
“PLEASE BE SEATED”

DEFENSE
“YOUR HONOR MAY I APPROACH THE DEFENDANT?”

JUDGE
“YES YOU MAY.”  To the defendant says, “



 (defendant’s name), PLEASE SPEAK LOUDLY AND CLEARLY SO THAT EVERYONE IN THE JURY CAN HEAR YOU.  TELL EVERYTHING YOU KNOW, BECAUSE THE JURY WILL BASE THEIR DECISION LARGELY ON YOUR TESTIMONY.”

DEFENSE
The defense attorney questions the defendant.  After he/she has completed questions says, “DEFENSE HAS NO FURTHER QUESTIONS YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“PROSECUTION, PLEASE PRESENT YOUR CASE.”

PROSECUTION
“YOUR HONOR MAY I PLEASE APPROACH THE DEFENDANT?”

JUDGE
“YES YOU MAY.”

PROSECUTION
The prosecuting attorney cross-examines the defendant.  After he/she has completed questions says, “PROSECUTION HAS NO FURTHER QUESTIONS YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“DEFENSE WOULD YOU LIKE TO REDIRECT?”

DEFENSE
“YES YOUR HONOR.  MAY I APPROACH THE DEFENDANT?”  

JUDGE
“YES, YOU MAY.” 


Or, if there are no more questions says, “NO YOUR HONOR.”

After he/she has completed questions says, “DEFENSE HAS NO FURTHER QUESTIONS YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“DOES THE JURY HAVE ANY QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME?”

JURY
When recognized by the judge, jurors ask questions directed to the defendant.  When finished the judge continues.

JUDGE
To the defendant says, “WOULD YOU LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY?”  If yes, “PLEASE STAND AND MAKE YOUR STATEMENT.”  

DEFENDANT
Makes their statement from the witness stand.  When finished, the judge continues.

JUDGE
“WOULD THE PARENT/GUARDIAN LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY?”  If their answer is yes, “PLEASE APPROACH THE JURY AND MAKE YOUR STATEMENT.”  

PARENT/GUARDIAN
Makes their statement as instructed by the judge.  When finished, the judge continues.

JUDGE 
“WOULD THE VICTIM/VICTIM ADVOCATE LIKE TO MAKE A STATEMENT TO THE JURY?”  If their answer is yes, “PLEASE APPROACH THE JURY AND MAKE YOUR STATEMENT.”  

VICTIM/VA
Approaches the court and makes their statement as instructed by the judge.  When finished, the judge continues.

JUDGE
“



 (defendant’s name), YOU MAY RETURN TO YOUR SEAT NEXT TO YOUR ATTORNEYS.”

JUDGE 
“PROSECUTION, PRESENT YOUR CLOSING STATEMENT.”

PROSECUTION
Stands and says, “YOUR HONOR MAY I APPROACH THE JURY?”

JUDGE
“YES YOU MAY.”

PROSECUTION
Presents closing statements including consequence recommendations.  When finished says, “PROSECUTION RESTS YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“DEFENSE, PRESENT YOUR CLOSING STATEMENT.”

DEFENSE
Stands and says, “YOUR HONOR MAY I APPROACH THE JURY?”

JUDGE
“YES, YOU MAY

DEFENSE
Presents closing statements including consequence recommendations.  When finished says, “DEFENSE RESTS YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
To the jury says, “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY, YOU HAVE NOW HEARD THE EVIDENCE AND CLOSING STATEMENTS FROM BOTH SIDES OF THIS CASE.  YOU WILL DETERMINE THE CONDITIONS THAT 




 (defendant’s name) WILL HAVE TO ABIDE BY TO HAVE HIS/HER CASE AGAINST HIM/HER DISMISSED.  WE WILL NOW TAKE A RECESS WHILE THE JURY DELIBERATES.”  

Note to the Judge: please check with the Teen Court staff to see if the jury or the defendant will be leaving the room that day.  Here is each scenario:

JURY LEAVING ROOM:

To the Bailiff says, “BAILIFF, PLEASE ESCORT THE JURY TO THE JURY ROOM.”

“THE REST OF YOU WILL REMAIN HERE UNTIL THE JURY RETURNS.”

The judge bangs the gavel to indicate it is at recess.

DEFENDANT LEAVING ROOM:

To the Bailiff says, “BAILIFF, PLEASE ESCORT THE DEFENDANT AND HIS/HER FAMILY TO THE WAITING ROOM.”

“THE REST OF YOU WILL REMAIN HERE UNTIL THE JURY RETURNS.”

The judge bangs the gavel to indicate it is at recess.

BAILIFF
Escorts the jury to their deliberation room OR the defendant and family to the waiting room and returns to the courtroom.  When the jury has reached a verdict, the Bailiff will be notified and then announces to the courtroom, “THE JURY HAS REACHED A DECISION.”

The Bailiff escorts the jury back into the courtroom and returns to his/her seat.  

JUDGE
To the Jury Foreperson says, “HAS THE JURY REACHED A DECISION?”

FOREPERSON
Stands and says, “YES WE HAVE YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
To the Bailiff says, “BAILIFF, PLEASE BRING ME THE DECISION.”  The judge looks over the decision and then signs it.  “THE TEEN COURT CLERK WILL PLEASE NOTE THAT THE JURY HAS REACHED A DECISION AND I HAVE SIGNED THE DECISION.”

CLERK

“YES YOUR HONOR.”

JUDGE
“BAILIFF, PLEASE RETURN THE DECISION TO THE JURY FOREPERSON.”  

To the defendant says, “



 (defendant’s name), WILL YOU AND YOUR PARENT/GUARDIAN STAND TO HEAR THE JURY’S DECISION.  WILL THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY STAND AS WELL.  WILL THE JURY FOREPERSON PLEASE READ THE DECISION?”

FOREPERSON
Stands and says, “YES YOUR HONOR.”  Reads the decision then sits down.

BAILIFF
Takes the decision from the Jury Foreperson and gives it to the Clerk.

CLERK
Completes any necessary paperwork while judge gives closing comments.

JUDGE
“THIS TEEN COURT HEARING IS NOW OVER.  PLEASE MEET WITH THE TEEN COURT CLERK TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE AND SIGN THE NECESSARY DOCUMENTS.  THANK YOU FOR COMING TO TEEN COURT TODAY TO RESOLVE THIS MATTER.  
The judge bangs the gavel to indicate it is adjourned.

BAILIFF
Takes the case file from the Clerk and escorts the defendant and his/her parent/guardian from the courtroom.

Please remain SILENT until the door has closed and the defendant and his/her family has left the courtroom area (sometimes you can hear through the walls).

At this time, the Teen Court Staff will facilitate any discussion about the case and give feedback to the participants.

PAGE  
3

